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A new year is upon us and now it’s 
2011.  By the time you are reading 
this, we will be near the end of the 

the Chinese calendar, and each year of the 

the Rabbit is “traditionally associated with 
home and family, artistic pursuits, diplomacy, 
and keeping the peace.” (http://www.chiff.
com/a/chinese-horoscopes.htm) Another site 
noted that “Rabbit years tend to be insular 
as people hunker down and tend to family 
matters and taking care of business.” (http://
www.insightoasis.com/year-
rabbit-232011) It is predicted 
that “2011 is very likely to 
be a relatively calmer one 
than 2010 both on the world 
scene, as well as on a person-
al level.” (http://www.chiff 
.com/a/chinese-horoscopes 
.htm) Considering the events 
in Northern Africa and the 

-
nisia, perhaps the world scene 

-
dicted; but we can always hope for calm in 
our professional and personal lives.  Things 
have been tough for the last few years. After 
the economic chaos of 2008, and the fallout of 
2009, I am heartened by the rebound of 2010, 
and look forward to the “calm” of 2011.  Al-
though many of our members are still out of 
work, I am seeing an increase in the number 
of jobs posted over last year; and remain opti-
mistic that things are improving.

Nominations Committee is actively seeking 
individuals who will replace our outgoing 

-

from experience, it is very rewarding to serve 
on the Board and participate in the efforts to 

community and to the larger legal community.  
-

is an opening for Secretary, which is an of-

two positions for two-year members of the 
Board of Directors; one position for a one-
year member of the Board of Directors; and 
of course an opening for President to serve in 
one year’s time. On the ballot, this position 

Some of our members were confused about 
-

we were seeking nominees.  

But that person does not im-
mediately serve after their 

-

they serve as President in 
their second year, and in their 
third year, their title is Imme-
diate Past President.  The year 

person to familiarize themselves with the pro-
cedures and plans of the Board and to have 
time to prepare to run the organization.  It is 
understood, though, that the candidate is run-
ning for President. In this way, we transition 
effectively from Board to Board.  On July 1st, 
2011, my term will be at an end, and Caren 

membership in 2010.  When we vote at the 
-

son to lead us in 2012.  Unlike in other organi-

was confused by my message and to Caren 

President’s  Message
—Patricia  Barbone
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for casting any doubts on whether she would be-
come our next President.  Caren is ready, willing, 
and able to serve; and is planning some very ex-

-

If so, please let Christina Rattiner (crattiner@
herrick.com) our Nominations Chair know by 

-
ments from AALL regarding the election.  The 

vote.  This will be sent just before the elections 
are open.  The second email will announce that 

to vote. Another thing worth pointing out is that 
only our Regular, Lifetime, and Retired member 

-
bers and I hope that all of you will vote in our 
upcoming election.

In this issue of Law Lines, you will see some 

snowstorm threatened to thwart our evening; but 
the morning’s snow subsided; and our ever re-
silient tri-staters persevered. In the end, we had 
good attendance with a fair amount of people 
showing up in jeans and boots but that worked 
well with going up to the Rooftop Deck, where 

City at night were stunning. 

World is Dodd-Frank? A Guide for Researchers.” 
Over 400 librarians, attorneys, and other allied 
professionals tuned in on January 20th to hear 

-
view of the law and speak about how to locate 
primary and explanatory resources on this evolv-
ing area of the law.  The program is now archived 

page to this free audio program with powerpoint.  

have the theme:  career development through per-
-

ucation Committee will present “Turbo-Charge 

-

Alexander for being one of the speakers.  Jen-
nifer has successfully conducted a student in-

school students.  This program will feature guest 
speaker Gabrielle Bernstein, best-selling author, 
motivational speaker, and entrepreneur who has 
launched her own social networking site, www.

-
tors.  Another educational program is being 
planned as a joint program with our sister organi-

ways to market ourselves to get the recognition 
we deserve.  We will be bringing in a motiva-
tional speaker to give us tips.  That program is 

on the Feb 23rd and marketing program planned 

work on improving ourselves; and when we help 
each other, we very often help ourselves.

In conclusion, don’t forget to vote in the up-
coming elections.  And if the long, snowy, winter 
has been getting you down; have hope, spring is 
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Editors’  Letter,  Winter  2011
—Jennifer  Wertkin  &  Jacob  Sayward,  Co-Editors

Spring is upon us and so is tax season. 
That is why we thought we would dedi-
cate some of the articles in the current 

issue to tax. We hope you enjoy Sarah Jaramil-
lo’s article on teaching tax as well as an intro-
duction to some of the useful, free information 

us an in-depth look at the recent changes in the 
Transportation Safety Administration’s safety 
features with an excellent bibliography of re-
sources regarding this controversial issue. Also 
included are brief reviews of recent librarian-

is Dodd-Frank? A Guide for Researchers (Al-
exa Richardson). Chuck Lowry has submit-

Librarians and Their Associations. As always, 

we have website reviews by Gayle Lynn-Nel-
son, our library student columnist, Johanna 
Blakely-Bourgeois, and our “Day in the Life 

e
Drake. This issue, we debut a new feature 
called “Librarians in the Real World.” Board 

article in this series, giving us a glimpse into 

 There are a lot of photographs in this 

Barbara Schubeck as our photographer for the 
-

inside. Finally, make sure to pay special atten-
-

mation inside this issue. Consider nominating 
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Major  Milestones
PROFESSIONAL
Jessica R. Brown, a former Shearman & Ster-
ling LLP intern and Reference Assistant at 

Legal Support Talent”, which can be found at 
http//:lawstacks.wordpress.com  
 
Pepper Hedden is now a Reference Librarian 

-
-

work and will be graduating from St. John’s 

 
Michael Roffer is now the Associate Librar-
ian for Reader Services and Professor of Legal 

-
ment Resources/Reference Librarian and Pro-
fessor of Legal Research at the Law School.   
 
Rebecca Roth is now the Legal Affairs Li-

 

 
On December 30th, 2010, Kelley Drye & War-
ren’s Technical Services Librarian Jon Walas, 

instructional program mentoring a library sci-
ence student from Asia.

-
riculum of current event discussions, a hands-

his student.  The results were impressive, with 
the intern independently completing over a 
dozen cataloging related projects.

gained practical professional experience in 

Kelley Drye & Warren’s ongoing library tech-
nical services improvement program.

PERSONAL
Gayle Lynn-Nelson, Senior Librarian Rela-
tions Consultant at LexisNexis, reports that on 
11/13/2010, she became the grandmother of 
fraternal twin girls.  Gayle is happy to report 
that  mother Jessica Nelson  and babies Ken-

lbs.) are all doing well.   The twin girls  are the 

 
Annie Nasvytis married her college sweet-
heart, Charlie Sterken, in her hometown of 
Cleveland, Ohio, on December 4, 2010.  Annie 
Sterken is  a member of the Kenyon & Kenyon 
LLP library staff.
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Help  Us  Welcome  Our  New  
LLAGNY  Members!

Heather Althoff
Trezlen Drake

G. Patrick Flanagan
Brian Jablonski

Dana Neacsu
Karen A. O’Brien
Stacy F. Posillico
Julie L. Reynolds
Amy J. Rupprecht

Jenny Sun
Donna Terjesen
Alexander West
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                             Member  Photos

Robert Hopen, Steven Lastres

Patricia Barbone, Cecilia Curran
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Karen Telford,  John Campbell

Christina Rosas, John Davey, Lucy Curci-Gonzalez Heidi Bliss, Gurinder Sangha,   
Jamie Spadafora

     Member  Photos,  Annual                             Fall  Soiree
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                             Member  Photos

Patricia Barbone, Barbara Schubeck
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Karen Schneiderman

Patricia Barbone, Lucy Curci-Gonzalez

     Member  Photos,  Annual                             Winter  Meeting
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This semester, I have been engaged as a 
Graduate Assistant for one of my pro-
fessors. I am thrilled at the opportunity 

and I look forward to seeing just what I can 
-

sor is one who strives to make learning, read-

To help her out this semester, I volunteered 

Services and Resources class. This class en-
compasses reference librarianship and all of 

for Pratt’s library students. To me, this class, 
in conjunction with Knowledge Organiza-
tions, is one of the most valuable for teach-
ing library terminology and concepts.   While 
Knowledge Organizations covers metadata, 
library standards, cataloging, and a host of 
other organizational issues and topics, Info 
Services and Resources explains the sources 
and terminology which result from such orga-
nizational hierarchies. 

because of the sheer prevalence of the email 
culture around us, along with the changing 
face of colleague and employer/employee dy-
namics. One of the pleasures I found in the 

were the overall intellectualism and profes-
sionalism of those who work in those depart-

the management rigidity, there was an expec-
tation that coworkers, colleagues, and the lay-
ers of management would work together and, 
when necessary, problem solve professionally 
and with decorum. This expectation extended 

Now, I realize that many graduating library 
students work in a plethora of librarianship 
job environments. We will work in libraries 
ranging from museum archives (most cov-
eted, it seems), to public, to academic, to 
corporate, even to digital libraries. But I do 
not believe that a graduate should be any less 

-

ends up.  Therefore, regardless of where the 
graduate lands, some things should be consid-
ered essential and basic, such as drafting an 
email with forethought, professionalism, and 
addressing the audience to whom the email is 
intended. Along with understanding the per-
sonal professionalism, librarians are in a ser-
vice industry, and as such, have a particular 
need to also understand the public profession-
alism, or, in other words, how to handle the 
general public or the audience to which the 
library serves.

class, and I hope to cover not just the refer-

Library  School  Perspectives:        A  View  from  the  Classroom
—Johanna  Blakely-Bourgeis,  Pratt  SILS
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ence librarian ethical issues or problems 
which may arise, but also initiate a dialogue 
among the students to address their under-
standing of what “professionalism” means in 
the librarianship world, and what they con-

a personal and organizational level. I hope to 
instill in them a sense that being professional, 
courteous, and appropriate in email, phone, 
and in-person interactions, is a manner which 
is contained within each person, regardless of 
job environment, and that a professional man-
ner is not something which is worn and re-
moved like a coat. 

Library  School  Perspectives:        A  View  from  the  Classroom
—Johanna  Blakely-Bourgeois,  Pratt  SILS
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Trezlen Drake grew up in North Caro-
lina. After graduating from a science 
and math high school, she earned a BA 

in American Studies at Colby College in Wa-

bookstore and medical school before attend-
ing law school at Georgia State University 
College of Law in Atlanta, Georgia. While 
in law school Drake had an externship at The 

the Federal Defender Agency, Inc. The sum-
mer after graduation she sat for the Georgia 
bar and volunteered with the Catholic Social 
Service Immigration Detention Project in At-
lanta.

After passing the bar, Drake lived and 
worked in Anchorage, Alaska for three years 
before returning to the east coast. She worked 

library school at the University of Washing-
ton in Seattle. Drake graduated from the law 
librarianship program in August 2010 and 

October.

Bacilio Mendez II: First of all, welcome to 

always fascinated by people’s path to law librar-
ianship; could you give our readers a brief road 
map?

Trezlen Drake: 

consider law librarianship because I frustrat-

asylum appeal, was something that I had never 
before done. When I tried to tell my supervisor 
that I didn’t know how to do the work and tried 
to get her help, she told me that I needed to be 

And, things went downhill from there.

Fast forward to seven years after passing the 
bar and I still had no joy in practicing the law. 

Day  in  the  Life:  Interview                   with  Jennifer  Alexander
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way to use that legal degree that I sweat blood 
and cried real tears for, but encompassed the 
parts of a lawyer’s job that I enjoyed: research, 
helping others, and continuous learning. And, 
the opportunity to teach would be a plus. After 
all of my research on alternative legal jobs, and 
talking a lot to a friend who is a law librarian, I 
decided to pursue it.

bm2: Tell me a little more about your work as 
a staff attorney for immigration and refugee ser-
vices with Catholic Social Services, as it relates 
to your interest in International and Compara-
tive Law.

TD: -
tive law began in law school, before my job as 
a staff attorney. International and criminal law 
were my primary interests in law school. For 
some reason, it just intrigued me. So, when I 
started thinking about jobs that I might like, im-
migration law seemed to be a good combination 
of my interests. 

bm2: And how do you feel that experience and 
your time at University of Washington’s iSchool 
prepared you for working in an academic law 
library setting?

TD: Well, the program was a year-long boot 
camp in law librarianship without a lot of time 
for me to process the information. I also interned 
at King County Law Library as part of the pro-
gram. I got a lot of reference experience and 
gained a lot of good knowledge about librari-
anship, but there are plenty more classes that I 
could have taken. And, the plus of this job is that 
I have my entire career to learn new skills.

bm2: What has been the most exciting chal-

TD: I think that would be learning everything 
I need to know to do my job. Just about every 

is so much to learn and do.  I have a reference 
and library collection with which to become fa-

international and comparative law collection to 
learn and develop; professors to help with re-
search projects; students to help learn legal re-
search; syllabi to develop; and, so many more 

bm2: Thanks very much for taking the time to 
talk to Law Lines, Trez. I look forward to seeing 

TD:

Day  in  the  Life:  An  Interview          with  Trezlen  Drake
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Psalmist tells us, “cohabitare fratres 
in unum.”  Behold how good and how 

pleasant for the brethren to dwell together as 
one.  And it has surely been the hallmark of 
human society to make this attempt to dwell 
as one.  Thus does our common human his-
tory show relentless attempts to bind ourselves 
together, into families, nations, tribes, creeds 
and, in many societies, into associations, 
clubs, parties, factions and interest groups.

There is no reason to believe that U.S.-based 
law librarians would be resistant to this seem-
ingly universal urge, and indeed they have not.  
Various professional associations have been 
an important part of the law librarian world for 
decades in the United States, even as the size 
and composition of those associations can be 

librarian, or a librarian of any kind, but I have 
been a vendor to the legal community, and 

-

have been literally to scores of local, regional 
and national library functions and have spoken 
to librarians across the whole legal spectrum 
about associations: which ones they belong 
to and why, which ones they do not belong 
to and why, what programming they appreci-
ate locally and nationally, what conferences 
and meetings they attend, which they skip 

taken a new turn: it is impossible to partici-

pate in a librarian gathering without chancing 
upon the subject of what librarians are paying 
attention to, what listservs, what Twitter feeds, 
what blogs.  

For many years I have paid attention to the 
conversations—these are, after all, my cus-
tomers—and at the invitation of your editors 
I have outlined a series of four articles that 
will run over this and the next three numbers 

-

your colleagues belong to them, the differenc-
es among them.  The second and third articles 
will discuss local and national programming 
as professional development tools and nation-
al conferences as networking and professional 

in the series will consider the usually-mutual-
ly-enriching-but-sometimes-honestly-vexing-
to-both-parties relationship between vendors 
and associations of law librarians.

The main law librarian association, of 
course, is the American Association of Law 
Libraries (http://www.aall.org).  Founded in 

through the end of January, 2011 had 4,821 
annual dues-paying members.  The roll of 
honorary and life members brings the total to 
exactly 5,000.  210 of those are new members 
who have joined since the Association’s mem-
bership year began, on June 1, 2010.

The membership breakdown “by employ-

LAW  LIBRARY    
ASSOCIATIONS
WHAT  THEY  ARE  AND  
HOW  THEY  HELP  US  -  
First  of  a  four-part  series

—Charles  J.  Lowry
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er type” is interesting.  By far the two largest 
groups, accounting for just a bit less than 71% 
of total membership, are law schools (1,888 

members).  Corporate law librarians are, to this 
observer at any rate, surprisingly few (97 annu-
al members).  State and municipal court librar-
ians and other state and municipal government 
employees number 421 members (8.7%), while 
the corresponding federal count is 160.  There 
are only 55 vendor members, including library 
search consultants.

The Association does not keep statistics on 
the job titles or responsibilities of its members, 
but members are invited to draw their own in-
ferences from their access to the AALL member 
salary survey (http://www.aallnet.org/products/
pub_salary_survey.asp).  

high.  The web site lists 31 local or regional chap-
ters, 13 special interest sections and 11 caucuses.  

differently by AALL and SLA.  While one must 
be a national SLA member to belong to a local 
chapter and national members are free to choose 
whether or not to belong to their local chapters, 

entities.  Thus local chapters are free to charge 
dues beyond the national association dues, are 
free to open or to limit access to their listservs, 
free to open their membership to persons who are 
not members of the national AALL.  

The statistical dominance shown by academic 

the Special Interest Section (SIS) counts.  By far 
the two largest SIS groups are academic law li-

(1,384).  No other SIS has as many as 900 mem-
bers.  It is an interesting and salutary comment 
on the level of involvement of AALL members in 
their association that about 70% of AALL mem-
bers belong to more than one SIS, even though it 
adds to their membership dues.

There is, however, a much tighter relationship 
between the national Special Libraries Associa-
tion (http://www.sla.org) organization and the 
local and regional SLA chapters.  One cannot 
belong to a local chapter without being a mem-
ber of the national organization, and in fact the 
choice of a local chapter to join is made through 

the national membership.  SLA does its work 
through local chapters and through various di-
visions.  Traditionally, the largest SLA chapters 

DC, with the honor of being the largest chapter 
often having moved between them.  SLA mem-
bers have the choice of one local chapter and one 
division as part of their annual membership fee 
to the national organization.  After that, they may 
join additional chapters and divisions for an ad-
ditional charge to their membership dues.

-
tal of 9,306 members at this time, though I am 
informed that this is probably the low point for 
membership throughout the year, because of the 
SLA membership cycle.  Of course, SLA caters 
to a far wider world than just legal.  The Legal 
Division has a membership of 997.  It is the sec-
ond-largest division, after the Business and Fi-
nance Division.

It would be almost negligent to move on from 
a consideration of SLA and the Legal Division 
without noting the strong and benign presence in 
the Legal Division of BNA.  The Legal Division 
was founded in 1993.  The hard work of many 

Connie Pine, moved the Legal Division forward.  
Of crucial importance to the consolidation of 
those early gains and the steady advancement 
of the Division, though, was the early sponsor-
ship of BNA.  In particular, Kammie Hedges 
at BNA became active in the work of the Legal 
Division, and BNA provided critical support in 
the early days.  The current state of that relation-
ship can be seen even today, at each annual SLA 
national conference, when the Legal Division’s 
business meeting is held at the conclusion of the 
BNA Breakfast, the closest thing that there is to a 
“don’t miss it” function for Legal Division mem-
bers at the annual SLA meeting.

In 2011, both AALL (July) and SLA (June) 
will have their annual meetings in Philadelphia.

Law librarians, however, belong to more as-
sociations than AALL and SLA.  In a small and 
informal survey that I undertook before begin-
ning this article, virtually every librarian I spoke 
to indicated that s/he was also active in a local 
AALL or SLA chapter.  Two other national as-
sociations were mentioned in addition to these.  
They were the International Law Technology 
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Association (ILTA) and the Association of Legal 
Administrators (ALA).

Both ILTA (http://www.iltanet.org) and ALA 
(http://www.alanet.org) have remarkably similar 

both groups approximately 92% private law li-
brary and 2% corporate legal departments.

ALA was founded in 1971, and anyone active 

the names of the three founders: Hildebrandt, 
Altman and Weil.  By June of 1971, 100 legal ad-
ministrators had signed up.  Today membership 
stands at just a couple dozen short of 10,000.  Al-
though several library directors, especially from 

-
resent a very small minority of ALA members, 
more than 90% of whom are managers and direc-

-

participation is so small compared to that larger 
representation that there is no separate library 
demographic.  ALA memberships are individual 
memberships.  One notes with some admiration 
that after annual meetings in Boston (2010) and 
Orlando (2011), the membership will decamp in 
2012 to Honolulu.  

ILTA, founded more than thirty years ago, 
takes the opposite approach to membership: 
there are no individual ILTA members, only in-

legal departments holding an institutional ILTA 

membership available to any of their attorneys 
or staff members.  Although there is some law 
librarian participation in the annual meeting (the 
2011 meeting is scheduled for Nashville), there 

the current time, but more evidently in the past, 
librarians have chosen programming that treated 
records, document and risk management.

In my informal survey, there were a few other 

International (http://www.arma.org) was found-
ed in 1955 and originally named the Association 

that.  Another whole cluster of organizations 
serves knowledge management professionals.  
The scope of this article does not really provide 

libraries, though anyone interested in knowing 
the attention that has been paid to that topic need 

impressive results.
But if associations are “big picture” resources 

for law librarians, what of the “electronic asso-
ciations” that exist, the virtual communities that 
information professionals rely on to help them on 
a day-to-day basis?  Listening to librarian con-
versations, reading blog entries, following law 
library controversies and the little informal and 

article gave me some idea of these resources.
By far the most popular “electronic associa-

tion” for law librarians is the law-lib listserv.  
Contrary to a fairly common notion, the list is 
not owned or administered by AALL.  The list-

of California at Davis.  The list administrator is 
Judy Janes, interim director of the UC Davis law 
library.  The list has 3,556 subscribers world-
wide and the service currently shows about 275 
posts per month.  There is an archive of past 
posts (http://lawlibrary.ucdavis.edu/LAWLIB/) 
that goes back to January 1992.  Further informa-
tion about access to and the operation of law-lib 

In addition, many local AALL and SLA local 
chapters run listservs.  They vary in orientation 

-
ments, local chapter programming, etc.).  The 
PrivateLawLib listserv received several men-
tions as an important resource (http://lists.wash-
law.edu/mailman/listinfo/privatelawlib), while 
information about the PLL-SIS twitter feed and 
Linkedin page can be found on the PLL-SIS page 
(http://www.aallnet.org/sis/pllsis/listservs.asp). 

Two blogs in particular have captured the at-
tention of law librarians and are mentioned over 
and over again in law librarian conversations.  

-
able for product reviews and general professional 
announcements, but they also give the articulate, 
engaged—and opinionated—professionals who 
contribute to them a forum for expressing their 
views on matters important to their colleagues 
and their profession.  It is beyond my poor pow-
ers to categorize them further, so I shall merely 
name them: Three Geeks and a Law Blog (http://
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www.geeklawblog.com/) and the Law Librarian 
Blog (http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/law_li-
brarian_blog/), part of the Law Professor Blogs 
Network.

law librarians with both a periodic (http://www.

on legal information resources.

serve more to remind you of what you already 
knew than to break any new ground.  I encourage 
you to contact me with any thoughts you may 
have on the article topics discussed above that 

Chuck Lowry is an enterprise sales representa-
tive at Fastcase.  He may be reached at clowry@
fastcase.com.  Any views expressed herein are 

or represent the views or opinions of his em-
ployer.  He wishes in particular to thank mem-
bership directors and staff at AALL, SLA, ILTA 

-
mation. 
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NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

Christina Rattiner, Herrick, Feinstein LLP, Chair 

 

 

The nominations committee is seeking qualified candidates for the positions of: 

 Vice President/President Elect; 

 Treasurer; 

 Director (two year term); 

 Director (two year term); 

 Director (one year term – member of LLAGNY for five years or less). 

 

Please include nominee’s name, affiliation, address, phone number and the position 

for which you are nominating her or him. Nomination alone does not guarantee a 

position on the ballot. 

The deadline for receipt of nominations (email or U.S. Post Office) is Friday, 

March 4, 2011.  Mail to: 

 

Christina Rattiner 

Herrick, Feinstein LLP. 

Library, 21st floor 

2 Park Ave. 

New York, NY 10016 

 

crattiner@herrick.com 
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This month we will focus on one blog, two re-

sources, one travel site, and one technology site.

                                                                        

BLOG
Law Firm Competitive Intelligence
http://www.ciblawg.com 
This blog provides a community where law 

-

learn from one another through collaboration. 
Whether it is a product review, suggested 

the CI Blawg is a place to share with others 
in the profession. Those willing to contribute 

blog posts at any time.
The only restrictions imposed would be 

that any postings should be related to law 

the audience (avoid negative personal com-

advertising for a product or service; protect 
-

tial information; be personable and have fun 
(also, contributors must disclose their name 
on the blog, although you do not have to dis-

RESOURCE

http://www.texasbarcle.com/cle/tyla/home.asp     
This site contains about four hundred 10-min-
ute videos on a variety of legal topics.  Al-
though some substantive law topics are Tex-
as-based, many are not.  Also, more general 
topics like law practice and technology are 
covered.  The best thing about these high 

Also, notice some of the choices you have: 
to search by speaker or by category if one so 

RESOURCE
Caringbridge 
http://www.caringbridge.com 
A CaringBridge website helps keep loved 

-
turn, family and friends give patient and care-
giver support through guestbook messages.

If you need to keep others up-to-date on 
someone’s medical condition, this is the place 

which is really nice.  Notice also the option to 

the site available via mobile access.
A few things to note of interest:

-Reduces time and emotional energy spent 

-Keeps everyone informed with the same, 
accurate information

-Connects a patient’s entire community, 

         60  Sites  —  Abridged                5  Sites  Per  Newsletter
—Gayle  Lynn-Nelson,  LexisNexis
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creating a network of support for everyone 
involved

-Family and friends can post messages 
of love and encouragement from around the 
world

TRAVEL
Vacation Rentals
http://www.vrbo.com  
Have you ever thought of taking a vacation 
and really wanted to rent something, but had 
no idea how to go about this?  Well then Vaca-
tion Rentals by Owner, aka VRBO, is just the 
site for you.

vacation rental business for over 14 years. In 
fact, VRBO was founded by vacation rental 
owners who self-manage their second homes, 
like many of you might do. They provide an 
online space for homeowners to advertise 
their vacation properties and make it easy for 
travelers to search 130,000+ rentals in over 

something domestic or international.  And if 
you know the destination you want, you can 
just type it in.  Also, if you want certain ame-
nities, you can type that in as well.  

TECHNOLOGY

http://www.makeuseof.com
The next time you need an understanding of 
basic technology, come to this site.  Or better 
yet, check it out every day to stay up on all the 
newest stuff.  Additionally, the site has excel-
lent “how to” tips and technology guides.

through the web and tell you about hot web-
sites that you have never heard of, free alter-
natives to popular software programs, and all 

Linux computer users.

now has over 200,000 active subscribers, and 
serves about 5.5 million page views a month. 
It also ranks among most popular blogs on the 
web according to Technorati. Over the last 

-
ed by several mainstream sites and mentioned 
in hugely popular publications like Telegraph 

Websites for two consecutive years. 

         60  Sites  —  Abridged                5  Sites  Per  Newsletter
—Gayle  Lynn-Nelson,  LexisNexis
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I recently began employment at Fordham School of Law Library in January 2011.  When I 
was hired, I was asked if I wanted to teach a course called Advanced Legal Research: Taxa-
tion.  It was easy for me to say yes, since I had been interested in developing my tax research 

skills for some time.  Teaching a class in tax research would necessitate a speedy completion of 
that process.  The sheer volume of information I needed to process in order to teach such a class 

to get up to speed and put a tax research class together.  The remainder of this article describes 

-
pletely in the subject matter.  I started reading the West nutshell, Federal Income Taxation of 
Individuals.  I purchased the Sum & Substance audio CD on Federal Income Tax to listen to 
whenever I was commuting or too tired to read.  Slowly my bookshelf was populated by a fair 
number of tax law books.  

chapter in the ninth edition of Fundamentals of Legal Research to get a brief introduction to all 
the various sources of tax law.  The complexity of the material astounded me.  I had not seen 
an agency produce as many administrative decisions and publications as the Internal Revenue 
Service.   Getting my head wrapped around the relative importance of Revenue Rulings, Private 

was time consuming.
The key turning point in my preparation for the course is when I contacted Rosalie Sander-

speak at an educational program called “Tax 101” at the 2010 Association of American Law 

recommended some tax law research books, and provided me with the syllabus and slides she 
uses for the tax writing and research course she co-teaches.  She then offered to meet with me to 
discuss my class.  I was really taken aback by her knee-jerk generosity and willingness to help.

When I met with Rosalie, she gave me pointers on how to organize my class, how to conduct 
class, what sources to emphasize, and the pros and cons of different tax law research text books.  

my mid-November meeting with Rosalie, I continued my effort to take in as much federal tax 
substantive law as I could, in conjunction with going through different tax research texts.  

Research.  In November and December of 2010, I began to contact trainers from the different 
tax database vendors and I was able to arrange guest trainings from all the major vendors except 
two, which are still pending.  

In the few weeks before my class on January 24, 2011, a colleague of mine at Fordham Law 
Library mentioned that a tax-lawyer friend of hers had expressed interest in my tax research 

this attorney were very fruitful.  She expressed to me that she felt that new tax attorneys did not 
have the same research skills that new attorneys ten years ago had.  This attorney looked over 

Learning  to  Teach  Tax  
Research

—Sarah  Jaramillo,  Fordham  Law  Library
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me was that I needed to instruct more on the process by which tax materials are promulgated, 

This attorney also gave me a copy of her orientation materials that she provides to new tax 
associates in her research orientation.  I found both her commentary and the training materials 

-
zation of the class and the manner in which I planned to emphasize certain materials connected 
far better to real world tax practice. 

Additionally, this attorney agreed to lecture on the last day of class on tax research from 
the practitioner’s perspective.  She also connected me with two of the tax research specialists 

subscription sources were, in no particular order, Tax Notes Today, Tax Notes, Worldwide Tax 
Treaties, RIA Checkpoint, BNA Tax management portfolios, and the BNA Daily Tax Report.  

non-subscription sources, the most popular were the IRS website, Thomas, the Joint Commit-

memoranda.  

slides, handed out my syllabus, and then dove right into the wonderful world of tax research.   I 
was pleasantly surprised to see that 12 of the 14 students in the class had some kind of tax back-
ground.  I encouraged those students to chime in when issues with which they had experience 
were discussed in class.   I managed to cover the tax legislative process, the audit and appeals 
process, an overview of key primary sources, the hierarchy of authorities, and current awareness 

forward to using in-class exercises; I feel that hands-on work maintains student attention and 
helps students retain instruction in the long-term.  With twelve lectures to go, I am looking for-
ward to learning more from the process itself.  Further, I am hopeful that even though this is my 
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In 2007, the Transportation Safety Adminis-
tration began a test program of using body 
scanners at airport security checkpoints 

that were capable of peering under travel-
ers’ clothes to search for weapons, explosives 
and contraband.  The scanners, also known as 
“whole body imaging” or “advanced imaging 
technology,” use either “backscatter” x-ray 
radiation or millimeter-wave radio waves to 
penetrate clothing and project an image of the 
traveler’s naked body for inspection by TSA 
agents to determine if the traveler is secreting 
anything under his or her clothing.  Originally, 
the scanners were meant to supplement exist-
ing security procedures; travelers who set off 
a metal detector or who were pulled out of line 
for random screening were sent through the 
scanners.  

Because of the clarity of the images and the 
fact that the scanners created an image of a 
traveler’s nude body, privacy advocates such 
as the American Civil Liberties Union (which 
denounced the procedures as a “virtual strip 

-

as an invasion of privacy.  Shortly after the 
TSA announced in 2009 that not only was it 
expanding the body-scanner program from a 
second-line security measure to a mandatory 

-

Security, of which TSA is a part.  Among oth-

and images from other agencies within DHS 

-

DHS’s assurances that the devices were inca-
pable of saving images were baseless.  Indeed, 
the website Gizmodo released a video of 100 

Despite the protests from privacy advocates, 
TSA moved ahead with its plans.  The “Under-
wear Bomber,” Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, 
who ignited explosives hidden in his under-

Christmas Day 2009, provided further impetus 
for the agency to continue the rollout of body 
scanners at all U.S. airports.  Again, protests 
ensued; critics pointed out that the scanners or-
dered by the TSA would not have been able to 
detect the explosive Abdulmutallab used, and 
that the invasive nature of the scans was not 

and that the scans were an impermissible strip 
search and violated the Fourth Amendment.  
The TSA argued that in a post-9/11 world, the 
balance of security versus privacy had shifted, 
and that the procedures were necessary to keep 
the public safe. 

In late October 2010, the TSA met with 
public anger after it announced that travelers 
at the airports where scanners were installed 
would have the choice of either undergoing 
a body scan or opting out.  However, “opting 
out” meant that the traveler would be subject-
ed to an “enhanced” pat-down search which 
many travelers have described as traumatic, 
humiliating, invasive and akin to sexual mo-
lestation.  Traveler John Tyner became famous 
after he released a recording he made of his 
interaction with TSA agents in which he told 

have you arrested.”  Tyner was not allowed 

-
gry travelers began organizing online for “Na-
tional Opt-Out Day,” urging fellow travelers 
to opt out of the body scans on the day before 
Thanksgiving, traditionally the busiest travel 

TSA  Body-Scan  Research    
Bibliography  for  Law  Lines

—Maureen  Moran
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day of the year, in an effort to tie up the TSA.  
The protest, however, failed as few travelers 
took the pat-down option.

The initial protests may have faded, but the 
legal issues have not.  The issue of whether 

the “administrative search” exception to the 
Fourth Amendment prohibition on warrantless 
searches is still unsettled.  There are a num-
ber of cases from other contexts in which the 
routine use of body scanners have been chal-

from a woman who challenged the state’s re-

the effectiveness and safety of the scanners 
(there have been concerns raised about the ra-
diation used in the backscatter scanners) are 
still in dispute.  A researcher should be able 

included several in the following bibliography. 

CASES

U.S. Department of Homeland Security, --- 
F.Supp.2d ----, 2011 WL 93087 (D.D.C. Jan. 
12, 2011)

Gibson v. State, 921 S.W.2d 747 (Tex. App. 

Gilmore v. Gonzales, 435 F.3d 1125 (9th 
Cir. 2006)

Hargett v. Adams, 2005 WL 399300 (N.D. 
Ill. Jan. 14, 2005)

Harrington-Wisely v. State, 156 Cal.
App.4th 1488, 68 Cal.Rptr.3d 209 (Cal. App. 
2007), reh’g den.

Ibrahim v. Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, 538 F.3d 1250 (9th Cir. 2008)

Rahman v. Chertoff, 2010 WL 1335434 

Sheehan v. San Francisco 49ers, 45 Cal.4th 
992, 201 P.3d 472, 89 Cal.Rptr.3d 594 (Cal. 
2009)

Torf v. Chicago Transit Authority, 938 

Turner v. State, 132 S.W.3d 504 (Tex. App. 
Houston 1st Dist. 2004)

U.S. v. Aukai, 497 F.3d 955 (9th Cir. 2007)

U.S. v. Fofana, 620 F.Supp.2d 857 (S.D. 
Ohio 2009)

U.S. v. Hartwell, 436 F.3d 174 (3d Cir. 
2006) 

2005)

Hawai’i 2009)

Ala. 2003)
Vanbrocklen v. U.S., 2009 WL 819382 

(N.D. Ill. 2008)

(N.D. Ill. 2006)

(N.D. Ill. Jul. 29, 2010)

STATUTES  AND  PROPOSED       
LEGISLATION
49 U.S.C.A. § 44901 (2007)

The Homeland Security Act of 2002, PL 
107-296, November 25, 2002, 116 Stat 2135

2009 CONG US HR 2027, To amend title 
49, United States Code, to establish limitations 
on the use of whole-body imaging technology 
for aircraft passenger screening, and for other 
purposes. (111th Cong., 1st Sess., Introduced 
in House, April 22, 2009)

2009 CONG US HR 2200 An Act to autho-
rize the Transportation Security Administra-
tion’s programs relating to the provision of 
transportation security, and for other purposes. 

June 4, 2009)

2009 CONG US HR 2200 An Act to autho-
rize the Transportation Security Administra-
tion’s programs relating to the provision of 
transportation security, and for other purposes. 
(111th Cong., 1st Sess., Referred in Senate, 
June 8, 2009)

2009 CONG US S 3536 To enhance avia-
tion security and protect personal privacy, and 
for other purposes.  Introduced in Senate June 
24, 2010 (111th Cong., 2d Sess.)
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of “Body-Scan” Searches at Domestic Airport 
Security Checkpoints, 49 SANTA CLARA L. 

Julie Solomon, Does the TSA Have Stage 

NEWS  ARTICLES  AND  BLOGS
Katie Johnston Chase, “Lawsuit Challeng-

es Airport Full-Body Scanners,” The Boston 
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-
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zens: One Hundred Leaked Body Scans,” Giz-
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Neil Katz, “TSA Airport Scanners: Ra-
diation Truths and Lies,” Health Blog, CBS.
com, Nov. 24, 2010.  http://www.cbsnews.
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-
ty and Privacy of Airport Scanners,” Shots, 
NPR.org, Nov. 12, 2010, http://www.npr.org/
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-

Post, Dec. 26, 2010. 2010 WLNR 25412057  
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-

2010 WLNR 23433382

Checkpoint Body Scan Images,” Privacy, Inc., 
CNet.com, Aug. 4, 2010, http://news.cnet.
com/8301-31921_3-20012583-281.html

2010. 2010 WLNR 24112277
Danielle Reindeau, “Sexytime Pat-Downs, 
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Or An Invasion of Privacy?” Blog of Rights: 
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blog/technology-and-liberty/sexytime-pat-
downs-or-invasion-privacy

Joe Sharkey, “Whole-Body Security Scans 

Times, Apr. 7, 2009, http://www.nytimes.
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Wouldn’t Have Brought Down Flight 253,” 

Lindsey Tanner, “Government Insists Full-
Body Scanners Are Safe,” AP Alerts-Science, 
Nov. 18, 2010
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U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 
Press Release, “Secretary Napolitano An-
nounces Additional Recovery Act-Funded Ad-
vanced Imaging Technology Deployments,” 
Jul. 10, 2010, http://www.dhs.gov/ynews/re-
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Have you looked at the IRS website lately? Although we often associate it with down-

information that may be of interest to your patrons whether they are tax attorneys, pro-
fessors of tax, or students interested in studying tax issues. 

of the United States Code) through GPO Access as well as Cornell’s Legal Information Insti-
tute.* Code sections can be searched by section number but there is also an option for full-text 

manner from the IRS website. One can see what regulations are currently being proposed and 
there is also an archive of proposed regulations for regulatory history research. Although all 

26 of the C.F.R.), many important tax resources that list, analyze, and comment on the regula-
-

restrictions by date and type of publication. Coverage ranges, for the most part, begins in the 
mid-1990’s and is kept current. The following is a selective list of resources available on the 

The Internal Revenue Bulletin (IRB) is an important current awareness tool for tax profes-
sionals. It is published weekly and contains newly issued regulations, notices, announcements, 
legislation, court decisions, revenue rulings, and other items of general interest. Issues range 
from 1992 and are published on the website each week. In addition to IRB’s the website also 
publishes “advanced releases” of information that is issued in advance of the IRB. This can 
include revenue rulings, revenue procedures, and other tax guidance.

A select group of written determinations are available on the website. These include Private 

Although the collection is certainly not complete, these are rich sources of information regard-
ing individual tax issues. Also included are Chief Counsel (CC) Notices which are directives 
that provide interim guidance, furnish temporary procedures, describe changes in litigating po-
sitions, or announce personnel matters or other types of administrative information. There is a 

Actions on Decisions are another source of information available on the IRS website. An Action on 

the future litigation position the IRS will take with regard to the court decision addressed by the AOD. 

The website also provides the Priority Guidance Plan (PGP) for each year from 2006 to the 

identify and prioritize the issues that should be addressed through regulations, revenue rulings, 
revenue procedures, notices, and other administrative guidance. PGP’s are open for public com-
ment and the comments are published in a searchable format.

Some other important resources include the full text of the Tax Crimes Handbook, press re-
leases and notice from the Public Affairs Division of the IRS, and compiled statistics for mining 
data in many tax categories.

Although the IRS website is far from complete, it contains a lot of information that is free and 
extremely useful in both practice and scholarship. 

www.IRS.gov  –  
more  than  just  tax  forms
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Minutes  of  the  November  
LLAGNY  Board  Meeting

—Fried,  Frank,  Harris,  Shriver  &  Jacobson  LLP,  November  9,  2010

-

The meeting convened at approximately 6:16 pm.

1.  APPROVAL  OF  MINUTES

12th, 2010. Approve (Szymczak) Second 

2.  TREASURER’S  REPORT
October 2010 Treasurer Report given by Nan-
cy Rine.

3.  WINTER  MEETING  

at the 230 Fifth venue.  Approve (Kaufman) 

-

4.   EDUCATION   COMMITTEE   –    
   HUMAN  RIGHTS  PROGRAM  

president by James Durham of the Touro Law 
Center that a group of human rights lawyers 
will be available for a presentation in Decem-
ber.   

-
ested in the program but would like to push 
the scheduling back to Spring of 2011 so that 

program.

5.  OLD/NEW  BUSINESS
  
Fall Soiree

Discussion was heard regarding the member 
reaction to the recently held fall soiree.  There 
were some complications with the venue.  It 
was suggested that at future events a volunteer 
pairs with the new members in order to intro-

Outreach Committee Report

Victoria Szymczak presented the outreach 
committee report concerning the Bridge the 

-
tional information from the committee regard-

also suggesting a focus on early and additional 
promotion of the program in order to attract a 
maximum of attendees.

AALL Grants

additional travel and attendance grants this 
year to attend the AALL annual meeting as it 
is being held in Philadelphia.  At this time the 
Board plans to hold further discussion regard-
ing these potential grants.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:20 pm.
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Fordham University School of Law gra-

-
cember 3, 2010.  The meeting was co-chaired 

-
-

land College, School of Law. I had never be-
fore attended this particular meeting and was 
impressed by the facility, organization and of 
course, the company.   

law librarian meetings are more like informal 

format, which allowed the attendees to choose 
the main topics of conversation, made for an 
interesting agenda.

At the meeting, we discussed a variety of 
technologies and current issues including im-
plementation of the Durham Statement (pre-

School), the use of Jing as a reference tool 

-
bile apps for your library (Karina Corda of 
BU).  Furthermore, we heard a report from 

the Nov. 2010 SPARC Digital Repositories 
Conference and Brian Flaherty informed us 

of teaching materials.  

-
cess and provided librarians with a wellspring 
of ideas. I look forward to implementing some 
of these innovations in my own library, and to 
attending the next annual meeting in 2012. 

NELLCO  Reference    
Meeting  Recap

—Leslie  Wong,  Touro  Law  Center
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Sadys R. Espitia

Research Librarian

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

SO  TELL  US-  WHAT  DO  YOU  DO  
IN  THE  REAL  WORLD?

six year old who will proudly tell you that his 
father is a “libarian”, daily subway rider, fan 

WAIT,  DID  YOU  SAY  D.J?

non-commercial radio station, I host a bilin-
gual music program featuring the popular and 

-
bia as in the University, but the country.  The 

streams online at www.wkcr.org.
On Sonidos Colombianos (or ‘Colombian 

Sounds’) I play recordings of all types of Co-

that cumbia is the only music that Colombi-
ans dance and listen to. But there is a diverse 

box driven music called vallenato that was re-

-
lombian music originates from both the At-

-
lao, and champeta.  There’s also the hot salsa 
from Cali. And for you coffee-lovers, there is 

Colombian Andes like bambuco, torbellino, 
and guabina.

WHAT  GOT  YOU  INTERESTED  IN  
RADIO?   HOW   LONG   HAVE   YOU  
BEEN  ON  THE  AIR?
I once fell asleep listening to a classical mu-
sic station, and it seemed the radio announcer 
was narrating my dream.  Freshman year I 
went to the WKCR orientation and realized 
that I wanted to narrate my own dream. 

This year marks the 20th anniversary of 
Sonidos Colombianos. I founded the show in 

Librarians  in  the  Real  World:
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January 1991 during my senior year at Co-
lumbia College. Back then there was a lot of 
negative news coming out of Colombia, espe-
cially in light of the drug wars and escalating 
violence. I felt then, as I do now, that this type 
of cultural radio show emphasizes the posi-
tive side of Colombia via its diverse music.  
The show featured my mother’s select LP and 
cassette collection, and 1 CD.  Now I have 
almost a thousand CDs and 200 LPs.  

ISN’T  WKCR  CELEBRATING  SOME  
TYPE  OF  ANNIVERSARY  TOO?

-
ebrating its 70th anniversary. There will be 
special events at Columbia University to 
commemorate this achievement. Did you 

Professor?

WHAT’S  NEXT  ON  YOUR       
PLAY  LIST?
Lately, there’s been an active movement of 

area that we’ve been focusing on more and 
more over the years. Since the early 2000s, 
Colombian musicians have been experiment-
ing with other genres such as jazz, hip-hop, 
and rock to create a new sound that I like to 
call “Colombia Nova”.   They started an an-

-
cert this year.  From these musicians we’ve 

Folklore Urbano, Lucia Pulído, and Coba. 

Day  in  the  Life:  An  Interview          Sadys  R.  Espitia
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Cin the Library: The Crossroad Between Information and Practice, the Practising Law In-

Researchers, held on January 20th.  Lisa A. Jungahn, Business & Corporate Law Research Li-

Seer, and Patricia Barbone chaired the program.
The Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, also known as the Dodd-Frank Act, 

is an 800-page statutory juggernaut that presents the most dramatic re-jiggering of federal se-
curities and banking law since 1940.  It creates several entirely new disclosure regimes and 

are up to their elbows in the minutiae of federal disclosure law.  The regulation and rules from 

Act and explained the structural and procedural considerations.  The speakers also highlighted 

Rather than being given a simple list of sites, participants were provided with a synopsis of each 
one, as well as its offerings.  

If you missed the event, the program was recorded and is available at the PLI website: http://

PLI’S  COMMITMENT  TO  LIBRARIANS

you’d like to see covered?  If so, please send your suggestions to libraryrelations@pli.edu.

Where  in  the  World  is  Dodd-
Frank?  A  Guide  for  Researchers

—Alexa  Robertson,  Practising  Law  Institute
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